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78. And awhen Our messengers came to 
Lot, he was grieved on account of them 
and felt 

helpless on their behalf and he said, ‘This 
is a distressful day. 

79. And his people came to him 

running towards him trembling 

with rage; and before this too they used to 
do evils. He said, ‘O my people, these are 
my daughters; they are purer for you. So 
fear Allah and disgrace me not in the 
presence of my guests. Is there not 
among you any right-minded man? 

80. They answered, ‘Thou surely knowest 
that we have no claim on thy daughters, 
and thou surely knowest what we desire 


Commentary: 


In ancient times, generally every town had 
a separate government of its own, which 
was carried on by the chiefs of the place 
by mutual consultation as a sort of 
republic: or by a king whose authority was 
confined to one village or a number of 
villages. The two towns, Sodom and 
Gomorrah, with which Lot was connected 
had such a government. They possessed 


no established government in the modern 
eaneca nf tha ward (Gan ch 14) Tha 


inhabitants of these two towns had 
adopted the calling of the road and used 
to plunder wayfarers (Jew. 

Enc. under "Sodom’"). A people who thus 
molested their neighbours naturally had to 
be on their guard against them and to be 
constantly apprehensive of reprisals. 
Besides, the people of Sodom were 
practically in a state of war with their 
neighbours (Gen. 14). Therefore they 
would not allow strangers to enter their 
towns, lest the latter should open the 
gates at night and let in the enemy. Lot, 
like all Prophets of God, being an 
hospitable man, naturally used to look 
after the comfort of strangers and 
entertain them (15:71). His 

people, apprehensive as they were, 
repeatedly warned him to give up that 
practice. So when, on this occasion, he 
brought strangers into his house, his 
townsmen became infuriated and 
hastened to him with angry faces, 
because they thought they now had a 
Suitable opportunity to punish him for 
giving shelter to strangers in defiance of 
their protests. 

Some commentators say that these 
visitors had come in the form of 
handsome boys and that Lot's people 
came running to him with evil intent. But 
there is nothing in the context to warrant 


such an inference. On the 

contrary in 15:71 we read that on seeing 
the strangers with Lot, his people 
demanded of him why he had brought 
these strangers when they had already 
forbidden him to do so. If 

they had come with an evil intention, they 
should have rejoiced at the sight of the 
Strangers and not been displeased at 
seeing them. Moreover, vv. 15:68-70 
signify that Lot’s people rejoiced at having 
an opportunity to punish and disgrace 
him because he defied their protests. They 
were angry with him because he had 
brought in the strangers against their 
protests and were glad that they now had 
an opportunity to settle old scores with 
him once for all. 

The words, before this too they used to 
do evil, show that in view of their past 
mischievous behaviour Lot feared lest his 
people should do any mischief and thus 
disgrace him in the presence of his 
guests. There is no reference here to any 
particular mischief. They were wicked 
people, therefore Lot was naturally afraid 
that they might do harm. 

When the townsmen came to Lot running, 
he referred to his two daughters who had 
been married in the town and said, they 
are purer for you, meaning that if his 
people insulted his guests and turned 


them out, they would thereby disgrace 
themselves; but if they really entertained 
fear that he might do them harm in league 
with the strangers, they had his daughters 
in their custody and they could wreak 
vengeance on him by punishing them. 
That was a better and purer course for 
them to adopt, for in that way they would 
also avoid the disgraceful act of insulting 
the guests. 

There can be nothing more absurd than to 
say that Lot offered his daughters to his 
wicked people to satisfy their lust. Even 
the meanest of men would not do sucha 
shameful and dishonourable act; then 
how could a noble Prophet of God, who 
must possess a far greater sense of 
honour than ordinary men, stoop to such 
a mean course? The absurd story given in 
the Bible seems to be responsible for so 
Stupid an interpretation of this Quranic 
verse by some commentators. 

Some other commentators have 
suggested that Lot offered his daughters 
in marriage, but this explanation also 
seems unsatisfactory. 

lt appears from the Bible that Lot had two 
daughters who were married. But if it be 
Supposed that they were unmarried, they 
could be married only to two of the 
townsmen. How could then this offer give 
satisfaction to a large number of people? 


And how was it relevant to their demand? 
There is, however, one explanation which 
seems plausible, if it be supposed that the 
people came with the intention which 
these commentators ascribe to them. A 
Prophet is, as it were, the father of his 
people, so he can speak of their women 
as his daughters. 

So when Lot said to the people, ‘these are 
my daughters; they are purer for you, he, 
as a Prophet and an old man, must have 
referred to their own wives as his 
daughters, who, of course, were purer for 
them, He thus asked them to follow the 
lawful course rather than satisfy their lust 
unnaturally When Lot told his townsmen 
that they had his daughters in their 
custody and that, if he did anything which 
was injurious to their interests they might 
avenge themselves on him through his 
daughters, he was in fact offering his 
daughters as hostages. Now, the rule with 
regard to hostages was that only males 
were accepted as such (Enc. Bri.) so the 
people told Lot that they could not take 
his daughters as hostages for that was 
against their custom and law. The words, 
we have no claim on thy daughters, 
clearly show that they had not come with 
the motives which most commentators 
ascribe to them, for a people who had 
become so depraved and corrupt in their 


morals as the people of Lot were, could 
raise no question of claim or no claim, 
right or no right about the satisfaction of 
their carnal passions. 

The words, thou surely knowest what we 
desire, mean, ‘You know that what we at 
present want is to prevent the coming of 
Strangers, soto say that we should 
accept hostages and leave the strangers 
alone is an offer which we cannot 


accept. 

Chapter Hijr 

68. And a the people of the city 

came rejoicing. 

69. He said, These are my guests, so put 
me not to shame; 

70. And fear Allah and disgrace me not. 

71. They said, ‘Did we not forbid thee to 

entertain all sorts of people?’ 

72. aHe said, ‘These are my daughters if 
you must do something 


Commentary 

Lot had been told by his people not to 
bring strangers into the city and now that 
he had brought these guests he knew that 
he would be taken to task for having 
defied their warnings. 

He therefore asked them not to disgrace 
him by mentioning this matter before his 
guests. 

As there existed a state of war between 


the people of Lot and the neighbouring 
tribes, his people had warned Lot not to 
bring strangers into the city. But as travel 
was neither safe nor comfortable in those 
parts of the country, Prophet Lot used to 
harbour lonely wayfarers in his house. 
This was resented by his people, who 
were looking for a pretext to expel him 
from the city, being already tired of his 
teaching and preaching. But they could 
not do so without a valid excuse, because 
Lot was a fullXfledged citizen and his 
daughters were married in the town. Now, 
however, they found a good excuse for 
venting their wrath on him for his having 
given shelter to strangers in his house 
despite their warnings. 

From this it is clear that Lot's people did 
not come to him with the wicked intention 
of committing sodomy with his guests, 
but to convey to him the warning that 
they had found a valid excuse to expel 
him from the town, This was the reason of 
their rejoicing. 

The story that they were pleased because 
they found an opportunity for committing 
sodomy with Lot's guests is quite 
baseless, because it is out of keeping 
with the context. In fact, the 

whole story has been unthinkingly 
borrowed from the Bible by some 
simple-minded commentators (Gen. 


19:5). If Lot’s people had come with the 
evil intention of satisfying their 

unnatural lust on this occasion, then, 
instead of being displeased with Lot, they 
should have been pleased with him, 
because he had provided them with such 
an opportunity. 

The verse states that Lot offered to the 
infuriated people his daughters as 
hostages against any possible 
infringement on his part or that of his 
guests of the interests of the town. As his 
daughters were married to townsmen, he, 
their father, could do nothing against the 
interests of the town; and if he did 
anything of that sort, they could easily 
wreak vengeance on himthrough his 
daughters. 

some Muslim commentators, blindly 
following the story of the Bible (Gen. 
19:8), have interpreted this verse as 
meaning that Lot offered those people 
his daughters for the gratification of their 
lust. This interpretation is absurd. No 
sensible man, much less a Prophet of 
God, would seek to deflect a man from 
one sinful act by suggesting to him the 
commission of another and more heinous 
sin. It is inconceivable that Prophet Lot 
should have offered his own daughters to 
those wicked people that they should 
satisfy their lust with them instead of with 


the strangers. Human imagination 
staggers at such a foolish and wicked 
idea. Some other commentators are of 
the opinion that, being an elderly man and 
a Prophet, Lot referred to the women of 
the tribe as his daughters, meaning that 
these people should go in unto their wives 
rather than gratify their lust unnaturally. 
This interpretation, though much more 
sensible than the Biblical story, is also 
not admissible being in conflict with the 
context (see above). 

It may also be noted here that the words 
ol exS dels (if you must do something) 
do not, according to Arabic idiom, mean 
‘if you must commit sodomy. They 
simply mean, ‘if you must do something.’ 


